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was caused by the discovery that a steno-
grapher in the Senate had delivered the
minutes of the secret debates of the Senate's
Committee on military affairs into German
hands. In this affair a manager of Le
Temps and other important persons were
implicated*
And this is precisely what the working of
the Fifth Column brings to light when you
examine for a moment its deeper aspects.
Before the era of Hitler, spying had been a
miserable business, a profession of the under-
world. It might appear romantic on the
movies-screen; in actual life it was a
wretched job for hirelings, despicable and
despised. The intrusion of gangsterism into
history on a colossal scale has changed this.
Nazidom started by leading the sons of
correct German teachers and law-abiding
officials far away from the path of legality,
to bomb-outrages, kidnapping and murder.
It lent the glory of heroic deeds to illegal
and criminal actions, thus destroying the
moral standards of bourgeois society. Like
corrosive acid, it has dissolved former values
and changed the moral outlook of a genera-
tion. It has made spying a national duty
and treason a fashionable occupation* In
the old times a spy and a traitor had known